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SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES SUPPORTS 

NEW STATE TOBACCO POLICIES EFFECTIVE JUNE 9, 2016 
 

STOCKTON, CA (June 9, 2016) – San Joaquin County’s Smoking and Tobacco 
Outreach/Prevention Program (STOPP) within Public Health Services continues to 
provide leadership in strategies to reduce tobacco use and related diseases among 
County residents. STOPP is poised to support implementation of the package of new 
tobacco policies signed into law by Governor Brown on May 4 and effective June 9, 
2016. The following policies are designed to eliminate loopholes and further protect 
Californians from the negative consequences of tobacco use: 
 

 Senate Bill X2-5 (Mark Leno, D-San Francisco) will regulate e-cigarettes like 
traditional tobacco products. 

 Senate Bill X2-7 (Ed Hernandez, D-Azusa) raises the legal age for purchasing 
tobacco from 18 to 21, with an exception for active duty members of the military. 

 Assembly Bill X2-7 (Mark Stone, D-Scotts Valley) expands California’s smoke-free 
workplace laws to include hotel lobbies, bars, banquet rooms, warehouses, and 
employee break rooms, and removes exemptions for employers with less than 5 
employees. 

 Assembly Bill X2-9 (Tony Thurmond, D-Richmond, and Adrin Nazarian, D-Los 
Angeles) broadens California’s tobacco-free school laws to cover all school property 
at all times, including charter schools. 

 Assembly Bill X2-11 (Nazarian) increases the licensing fees for distributing and 
selling tobacco products from a one-time $100 fee to an annual $265 fee, starting in 
2017. 
 

STOPP has used a variety of strategies that have successfully decreased smoking among adult 

residents in the County by over 40% (from nearly 22% in 1990, to 13% in 2012). This 

improvement has been achieved largely by creating smoke-free public spaces and workplaces 

throughout the county, and implementing programs to reduce the impact of tobacco advertising 

on community residents. STOPP has built a strong and active coalition that includes the 

American Lung Association, San Joaquin RTD, Friday Night Live, Manteca Unified School 
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District and other local organizations and individuals committed to reducing the use and impact 

of tobacco. 

Recently the STOPP Coalition achieved a major objective by supporting the passage of San 
Joaquin RTD’s smoke-free policy which went into effect in January 2016. This policy aims to 
significantly impact our County’s most vulnerable populations that rely on public transit for 
school, work and play, including children, pregnant women and those with respiratory 
conditions. The new policy applies to all persons on San Joaquin RTD property.  It expands 
RTD’s smoking ban to the use of all smoke and tobacco-related products in RTD interior and 
exterior areas. Smoke-free transit space extends to within 20 feet of all transit facilities and bus 
stops as well as on or within 20 feet of all transit buses and vehicles used, owned, or operated 
by RTD.  
 
Other STOPP activities include reducing the impact of predatory marketing of tobacco products, 
particularly for children, and supporting healthy retail in the County. One goal of the STOPP 
Coalition is to reduce the level of window advertising in local retailers which contributes to 

neighborhood blight, crime, violence, and other nuisance activities. Although there is an 

existing state law which limits advertising to 33% of window coverage, this is rarely enforced.  
The STOPP Coalition will be working with community groups, organizations and leaders to 
support a policy that will reduce the legal window coverage to 15% - further reducing the blight 
and associated crime that often surrounds these types of retail outlets.  
 
Additional information for retailers about the new policies can be found on the California 
Department of Public Health Tobacco 21 website:  Tobacco 21 
(http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/tobacco/Pages/Tobacco21.aspx) 
 
Information about San Joaquin STOPP may be found at: San Joaquin STOPP 
(http://www.sjcphs.org/healthed/health_education_community_resources.aspx) 
 
Help for quitting tobacco use may be found by calling 1-800-NO BUTTS (1-800-662-8887) or by 
visiting the California Smokers’ Helpline website at http://www.nobutts.org/. 
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